OCTOBER 1996 


This newsletter is produced quarterly by an editorial committee of residents and local workers. 
It is distributed to all households in the new (part of Blackbird Leys. 


All contributions welcome. Deadline: 8 


November 1996 


———~ = 


TENANTS HOUSING SURGERIES 


Ealing Family Housing Association: 
Rhiannon Jones, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
9am. to 12 p.m. 


Oxford Citizens Housing Association: 
Linda Gwynn, 
Tuesdays, 
1 to 4 p.m. 


Cherwell Housing Trust: 
Norma Farr & Emma Largey, 
Last Monday of every month , 
2to4 pm 


TENANT PARTICIPATION WORKER - 
YOUR CHANCE TO GET INVOLVED 


A tenant participation worker is in post. Her name 
is Wendy Spray. Her job is to work with residents 
__ in the whole of the new part of Blackbird Leys 
ir ncouraging people to get involved in the 


CONGRATULATIONS!!! 


Congratulations to Chery! on the 
birth of her baby daughter, Jade, 
born 2" August, weighing 6lbs. 
Chery! is on maternity leave from 
her job as housing officer for 
Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association. 


RECEPTION AT THE FARMHOUSE 


The reception is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. - 
Monday to Friday. 


BLACKBIRD LEYS BARN 


The Barn is available for hire for private functions. 
For Housing Association residents the charge is 
only £10/hour. 

For further information, call into Ealing Family 
Housing Association reception or contact Ken Cook 
or Dave Bird (Community Caretakers). 


Barn Events 
Steps Ahead 


Legs, tums and bums class (Aerobi 
Tues. + Thur. 


NEWS 


FARMSTEAD STEERING GROUP 
THE BARN AND THE DOVECOTE 


This group is planning the use of The Barn and 
_ The Dovecote. New members always welcome. 
__ For more information contact Dave Bird, Ken Cook 
pray on tel: 712244. 
Next meeting: 
Tuesday 15” October 


properly formed into a Tenants and Residents 
Association. We have promises from British 
Telecom that they will finally install two public 

t e are fighting for more) and 
promises from the Royal Mail of at least 3 more — 
post boxes, We are also working for improvement 
in other estate services including delivery of free 
newspapers, buses, traffic control... 
The meetings are informal and friendly. 


COME AND JOIN US and help to make the areye 


even more effective. — 
“Next Meeting: : : 
Seay Thursday 10" October — 
6.30 - 8 p.m. 
at The Dovecote 
a/coffee from 6.15 p. 
Tee créche for under 12 


TRAINING UPDATE: 
‘BUILDIN MAINTENANCE. COURSE 


news here i is that the Training centre. 
which del ers the course has moved. Itis now 


well, apparently enjoying the course and res 

forward to achieving their NVQ certificates! 

Anyone interested in training in Building 

Maintenance should contact Gill Baker on 772822 
or 715588. 


OCTOBER 1996 


BACK TO WORK? 


Are you on Income Support and about to start a 
new job? 

Have you been out of work for 6 months or 
more? 

If the answer to these questions is yes, then you 
may be able to benefit from the Housing Benefit al 


If you qualify, it means an extra four wee! 
lousing Benefit and Council Tax Bene 


ren Jove any worries about payin 
few weeks of coming off Income 


All claims must be made within s 


Income Support stopping 
gualiydon! 


z » PI 
Job Centre or local Social Sec 


ity 
ensure that it is completed and retor 
seven days allowed. vt 


pupils of Windale, St John Fisher, Wesley se e 
and Peers Schools along with the work of trainee= 
volunteers and other Blackbird Leys people. 
After the exhibition, the mosaics will be distributed 
around the estate. We hope that as many people 
as possible will come to the exhibition as everyone 
who has seen the mosaics has been impressed by 
the high level of achievement in the project. 

Celia Ward, Mosaic Project 
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ige your tenancy with anotl 

ousing Association or a Council. 
All Housing Associations and Co! 
Neighbourhood Offices will have 
tenants that want to exchange hom 
to move, you should visit their office 
see their Mutual Exchange list. 
Currently Cherwell Housing Trust is pi 
Home Exchange Newsletter (which com 
four times a year) to advertise details of 
who want to move. If you want to ‘adver 


should contact your Housing Officer and ask for 
Home Exchange Form which should be return 
to: 


Cherwell Housing Trust's Office 

106 Bullingdon Road, 

Cowley, Oxford, OX4 1RT. 
Your Housing Officer will also be able to tell you 
where you can obtain a copy of the current Home 
Exchange Newsletter. 
if you find someone to swap with, remember that 
you do need permission from both landlords and 
you should not book removal van dates etc. 
before discussing the exchange with your 
Housing Officer and obtaining their approval. 

Norma Farr, Housing Officer 


ke approximately 
[is designed to 
Aisled Barn which is 
ion. Pathways Sheltered 
which employs and trains 
Sabilities in a variety of trades and 
upon the woodworking industry. Set up 
ison, (of Johnson’s of Cowley fame) the 
joyed many years of success which 
in the development of this new and 
The workshop produces a wide 
furniture as well as other ecological 
nique approach to recycling, using 
, packing cases and offcuts from 
, the workforce creates a 
hich is sold throughout the 
to expand internationally. The 
opment of this project will enhance 
ity Farm in its efforts to establish 
few months, and by joining forces 
rojects will be working towards 
tt in the locality. 
f the buildings, the Workshop and 
house a woodworkshop, a mill, 
jopefully a community cafe and a 
ether with the necessary animal 
ises to make it quite a centre of 
ymmunity. There will be a public 
mpletion to which everyone will be 
fore then major activity will be 
on this note that we need to ask for 
site will be around for at least 5 
dangerous place and all parents are 
e that their children are kept out of 
ff area for their own safety and thata 
be kept for vandalism. The future of 
jects depends upon you and it is your 
to help us help you. We apologise for 
iscuption caused by the builders’ vehicles etc., 
‘some disruption is inevitable in order that the 
‘elopment is completed. 
If you have any questions you would like to ask, 
please do not hesitate to call us on Oxford 749885. 
Jon Cross 


EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


Cynthia Fine is your Women’s Education 
Development Worker for Blackbird Leys/Cowley. 

If you would like information on courses or if you 
would like to see a particular course develop, please 
ring Cynthia on Oxford 741317 or 773625. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS PARISH COUNCIL 


The Parish Council came into being 5% years ago. 
It was formed as part of the changes in local 
goverment and at the time of the boundary 
changes. 

The area covered is the whole of Blackbird Leys 
including the new housing and also includes the 
area covering the retail park and the small area 
situated on what was part of the old Rover factory 
site. 

What, you may ask, does the Parish Council do? 
Part of our job is to help - where possible - to 
make Blackbird Leys a good place for people to 
live and to bring up their families. 

We help with planning and other issues by trying 
to put to the City and County Councils what 
people want or disagree with so that local 
residents will feel they have a say in decisions that 
are made. 

Last year, the Parish Council paid for lighting to be 
put across the park on Cuddesdon Way and this 
year we agreed to give considerable financial 
support for three years to the Blackbird Leys 
Youth Centre. 

The Parish Council meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 7.30 p.m.. 

Meetings are usually held in the Council Housing 
Office in Cuddesdon Way but are sometimes held 
in the Barn in Nightingale Avenue. 

We currently have some vacancies for co-option 
to the Parish Council so if you are interested in 
getting involved with Blackbird Leys as a whole 
(not just your own patch) and are over 18 years 
old, please contact me: 

Molly Florey 

Chair of the Blackbird Leys Parish Council 

on tel. 453742 


GRANTS - GRANTS - GRANTS 


The Blackbird Leys Parish Council has a small 
amount of money within their budget which has 
been allocated for the use of Grants. 
If you are running a club or are involved with an 
organisation which is for the benefit of people 
living on the Blackbird Leys estate then you can 
apply for a grant from the Parish Council. 
Should you wish to apply for a grant, application 
forms can be obtained by writing to: 

Helen Shayler, 

Blackbird Leys Parish Council Clerk, 

1 Cuddesdon Way, 

Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 5JH. 
All requests for application forms must be 
received by October 15" 1996. 


JOBS!!! 


Blackbird Leys Community Development 
Initiative: 
Vacancy for a part-time Committee Support Worker 

18 % hrs per week, term-time only 

£12000 pa pro rata 

To support voluntary Preschool management 
committees. 
Experience in committee work, early years provision 
and accounts prefered. 
For further details and an application form please 
contact: 
Joanne Smith, Outreach Worker, The Dovecote, 
Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 
Tel. (01865) 712299 
Closing date for applications - 7" October 1996. 


@ The recruitment of an Enquiries Officer to look 
after the reception at Ealing Family was postponed 
because of the Summer holidays. If you would be 
interested in finding out more about the job, please 
leave your name at Ealing Family's reception. 
Those who contacted us before, please leave your 
name again to confirm you are still interested. 


GARDEN TOOLS HIRE 


Now available to all Housing Association 

tenants/residents at Blackbird Leys. 

For a small daily charge & a returnable deposit, you 

can now hire the following tools from the caretaker: 
Mower £1.00 per day 
Strimmer £1.00 per day 
Fork £0.20 per day 
Spade £0.20 per day 
Fork & Trowel £0.20 per day 
Secateurs £0.20 per day 


The hire charge will allow for the replaceme! 
tools after “fair-wear-and-tear” but the succe: 
the scheme will depend on hirers both tal 
the tools and returning them at the agreed 
Full instructions for use of the electri 
Strimmer are provided along with an: 

and circuit breaker. 


Tools may only be hired by those 
(proof of tenancy will required, 
book/tenancy agreement etc) 
This scheme is provided by 
Association with financial 

the Ormond Duveen Tru 
Isleworth. 

For details contact Kel 
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TRAFFIC CALMING 


The Highways and Traffic (Committee discussed 
the residents’ petition on 27" June and decided to 
postpone making any decisions until the Parish 
Council had had a chance to discuss it. 

The Parish Council has now met and is supporting 
the residents in calling for a 20 mph zone to be 
declared. This will now have to be discussed at a 
future Highways and Traffic Committee. Anyone 
interested in pushing this further should come to 
the next meeting of Tenants and Residents 
Association Planning (see diary dates). 


Work should. 
ft i! ' F Comtel are pi 
4 developments. 


David Truesdale - Area Housing Manager - Ealing Fam 


PRESCHOOL DEVELOPMENTS ON BLACKBIRD LEYS. 


bow Playgroup in Windale School folded due to lack of support and financial u 
teed funding available for Preschools (playgroups) which often means that parent 


mpetition - beating more than 50 other groups - Congratulations to them. 
ns also to all the children, parents and staff at Shepherds Hill Playgroup for raisin 
sored toddle and barbecue - Well Done! 


munity Development Initiative (C.D.1.) have set up the ‘Blackbird Leys Presi 
3 that there is a secure basis for Preschool education on the estate and that the: 


ittees exist in less stressful circumstances. If your child attends a preschoaita fo) 
rately need your support - for additional help during sessions, to assist on th 


Continue to support the staff and committees running the groups. {f you have any 
ant to be a part of the work please don’t hesitate to come forward - either contact 

of one of the Preschools. 
Joanne Smith, Under Fives and Families Outreach Worker 
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PETITIONS 
Telephones update: 


BT have sent a reply to our petition stating that 
they are “... willing in principle to provide a 
payphone service to serve the needs of the estate”. 
Negotiations have been started for BT to honour 
statement and subject to BT and the Housing 
sociations giving BT a way leave agreement. 
ie telephone box will be placed near The Barn in 


NEW POST BOXES) 


As you know the number of letter boxes is very 
limited on the estate. Many residents are still 
unaware that a post box is located at Kingfisher 
Green. We can only encourage everyone to use 
this box with confidence. We recently contacted the 
Royal Mail Collections Manager who kindly attended 
our last Tenants and Residents Association 
meeting. She agreed to help implement 3:new letter 
boxes hopefully before Christmas. Post boxes are. 


ightingale Avenue and one at the corner of Shepherd's very expensive and we've also been asked to make 


_ Hill and Brake Hill, outside Jane Seaman Court. 
In addition, we are asking for more telephones to 
be placed in 1997, subject to BT and planning 
“permission, 
In the meantime, please do not forget to use our 
one and only phone in Little Bury. 
Finally, please send any suggestions for the siting 
of oties telephones to the newsletter. 

aaee Abena Simba-Tola 


mes Transit have withdrawn their service to the 
w estate. Thames Transit say this is because of 
__ insufficient usage, they are not subsidised and 
_ need to make money... The Oxford Bus Company 
» are running the51 service between the estate and 
City Centre. The City Council are taking up the 
"issue of bus services on the estate, with Grenoble 
- Road and its access to more and: Reading, the 
future for bus services to the area looks more _ 
promising. 


sure that such facilities are not damaged or 
vandalised in the future. 


Jean-Claude Reisser 


STAYING CONNECTED IN Hate 
COMMUNITY 


Over 60 people attended the launch of Connectio! 
Oxford Ltd, which was held on 11" July at The Barn, 
Blackbird Leys. Connection is a new charity set up 

to provide support for single people who may need 
help coping with living in their own accomodation. 
Although Connection is based in The Farmhouse on 
the new part of Blackbird Leys, they work currently 
with about 50 tenants all over Oxford. Some are 
Housing Association tenants, some from the i 
and some have private landlords. Tenants ask for 
help with many things - benefits, budgeting orhelp 
in finding things to do in the day. A lot of work is 
around listening to people’s feelings around 

isolation, and helping them to find their own 
solutions. Connection does not have a drop-in 
office-based advice service, but visits people in their 
own homes. 

The launch began with workshops in the afternoon, 
and followed with speakers in the evening. Cathy 4 
Havell, Co-ordinator of Connection, spoke of peopl 
having ever higher support needs which could not 
always be met, but finished by saying that “the huge 
tange of tasks, from fundraising to emotional * 
support, makes the work constantly challenging and 
exciting ”. 

If you want to find out more about Connection, yo 

can ring them on 711267. Cathy Havell 


RIpD hy CH. 


~ would like more informatio! 
_ Freda Sellwood on 748256 
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WHERE DO YOU LIVE? WHAT IS YOUR AREA CALLED? 


The Tenants and Residents Association which is been set up needs a NAME. It needs a name which identifies 
the area it is to cover. 

The areas are circled on the map (below). (it is not yet clear whether the Little Bury area will be included. 
Residents of that area are to be asked if they would prefer to set up an association just for their area). 

Several names have been suggested, and we would like YOU to vote on which you would think is the best. 


» 
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oral ® 
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x 
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If you return this slip, your name will entered in a draw to win £5. Return to: 
Wendy Spray, Tenant Participation Worker, 
The Farmhouse, Nightingale Ave., 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 5BU 
by Friday 18” October 1996 


Please tick which you think is the best! 


Q The Leys — QO. Greater Leys OQ New Blackbird Leys 


Tel. No: 
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THE DOVECOTE CENTRE 


Weekly Activities: 


Monday: After School Club 
3.15 -4.45 p.m. age 5-12 50p/session 


Wednesday. New OY Leys Lunchtime Club 
12-2/p.m. all ages welcome 


also: Credit Union Collection 


Thursday. Carer and Toddler Group 
10-11.30a.m. allwelcome  50p/session 


After School Club 
3.15 - 4.45 p.m. age 5-12 50p/session 


Other groups using the Green Room include: 
¢ Peers Early Education Partnership (PEEP) 
Oxford Women Training Scheme (OWTS) 
Family Nurturing Network 
# Women's Education Class (WEA) 


Other community facilities: 


* Items for sale / local services notice board. 10p/week to advertise. 
* Training information and advice. 
* Special events notice board. 
* Green Room is available to hire at weekends and evenings for children's parties, meetings, training, 
events etc. 
* 2 workers are employed to support groups and individuals 
Joanne Smith: Under Fives and Families Outreach Worker. 
Carol Baxter: Under Eights Centre Development Worker. 
Employed by the Blackbird Leys Community Development Initiative. 


Oxford Women Training Scheme Roadshow 


10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
6t November 


Taster sessions on: 
* Computing 
# House maintenance 
* Painting and decorating 
* Woodworking 


For more information contact Cynthia or Karen on tel: (01865) 741317 
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GREEK RECIPE 


Patatesy Yiehni 
Potatoey in Tomato Sauce 


Serves 4 


Ingredienty: 
3 tablespoony olive oi 
2 onion, thinly sliced 


2 clovey of garlic crushed or thinly sliced 


1407 can of chopped tomatoey 
2 tablespoony of tomate purée 


thyme, parsley, oregano (large pinch of each) 


1/2 pint vegetable stock (cube) 


2lby potatoey peeled and thinly sliced 


solt and pepper to taste 
Method: 


Heat the cand add the onion, fry until softened but not brown. Add the 
gorlic, tomatoes and tomato purée, herby and stock, salt and pepper and cook for 


about 5 minutes. 
Add the 


and stir well until covered i the sauce. 


Cook wwthe oven, 180°C/350°F/Gaxy mark 4 for about 13% hours, until the 
potatoes are soft and the sauce iy thick. Serve hot or cold. 


Thix dish ty extra good if cooked some houry before or the day before it iy tobe eaten, 
to enable the potatoes to absorls the sauce. 


Norma Farr 


ABLE Open Learning Centre 


The Centre is in the library at Oxford College 
(Blackbird Leys site). It is open free of charge to 
adults (over 16) living in Oxfordshire, and helps 
students to improve their 

* English and study skills 

+ Maths and 

* Basic Computer skills 


Each student works independently on their own work 
programme. You can start at any time, and come as. 
often as you like. 

There is a college nursery on site. 


Why not come and see us? 
Contact us on Oxford 776334 or drop in to arrange 
an appointment. 


ABLE Open Learning Centre 
Oxford College Campus 
Blackbird Leys Precinct 

OXFORD OX4 SHN 


Part-time outreach worker (to June 30 1997) 


The ABLE Open Learning Centre, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford, is seeking an outreach worker to develop its 
work with adults in the community, The Centre offers 
teaching in basic English, Maths and Computers. We 
are looking for someone with energy, excellent 
interpersonal skills, an understanding of outreach 
work and sympathy with basic skills work. 

The work will average 10 hours per week but can be 
worked flexibly. 

Hourly rate: £8.50p per hour. 

Closing date for applications: Monday, October 7*. 
Farther information and application form from: 

The Adult Basic Skills Unit, Oxford College Campus, 
Blackbird Leys Precinct, Cuddesdon Way, OXFORD 
OX4 SHN, tel: (01865) 778827 
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* DIARY ¢ 


Tenants and Residents Association 
i _ ‘Thusday 10th October 
6.30 - 
at The Do\ cote aes 
‘coffee from 6.15 p. a 
free créche for under 12’s 


Farmstead Steering Groan 
Tuesday 15th October 
6.30 - 8 p.m. 

_ at The Farmhouse cies 


Exhibition of Mosaics 
_ Wednesday 6th November 
6-8p.m. 
at The Bam 
Refreshments available 
Everyone welcome 


Family Social Table Top Sale _ 
Wednesday 13th November 


for Newsletter Articles _ 


iday 8th November 


Christmas Event 
: paulday. 7th December 1995 


i “Newsletter Editorial Meta 
Monday 11th November. 
10 a.m. = 
‘at The Farmhouse ~ 


: Deadline for return of voting slip * 


on name of Tenants and Residents 
Association 
' Friday 18th October 


Lunches from 12.00 - 1.15 p.m. 


Green room 
Dovecote 
Nightingale Avenue 
Blackbird Leys 


o be a parent to come along 


Please phone Babs Bowyer on 772003 


The Family Social Group 
are running a table top sale — 
at The Barn ! 
_on the 13" November 1996 


Come and organise the Christona 
Contact Nathan or Beni: 


Khe Rainbow Playgroup is re-launching 
at Jubilee Hall in Sorel Road 
on Wednesday 9“ October at 10.30 a.m. 


Please come along and register your child. 
For more details phone Joanne Smith on tel: 712299 
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- Eating Family Housing Heoesei typ 
Rhiannon Jones 
Emergency out of hours numbers 


ring ‘MIDAS Heating on 
For other emergencie: ‘s 
ring Oxford City Works on 


- Oxford Citizens Housing Association — = 
Linda Gwynn 
Tues 1-4 p.m. i 
Emergency out of hours numbers: 
for gas, heating, plumbing and Gene 
ring MIDAS Heating on 0585 571800 ~ 


Satie / Needles 
it of hours via Police 


@ Warden nenys pent 7423 00h 


- Ken Cook 0378 936296 
- Dave Bird : ; 
(both only for extreme emergencies: danger to life or property) 
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If you would like to receive a translation of the 


attached, please contact your Housing Officer. 


ast os 8a oe fasta & iat eee SS TST 
frosearst ave aru wefan »rfens os usa as 


Pune 


ate ara er aren H Sroft we qfecreer oer fedt srqare 
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ASA er cll carat ScSTsor VUBerveil Vs secil, cucnen 
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ADVERTISEMENTS WBS %e6 wae STE a 


Use this newsletter to advertise your service or event. 
Reach approximately 1,000 doormats for a very cheap price either with an advert in the Newsletter or with a 
separate insert up to A4 size. 
Prices: 
Adverts: Inserts: 

£5 for 1/8th of A4 side £20 per 1,000 

£10 for 1/4th of A4 side (up to A4 size) 

£20 for 1/2th of A4 side 

£40 for whole of A4 side 
[Voluntary groups may receive a reduction in these rates] 


Coniact Wendy Spray on tel.: 712244 


(The Editorial Committee can in no way accept responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers.) 


NEWSLETTER 


This is - 

The Editorial Committee would like more articles and feedfack from YOU, the residents. 

We are hoping to start a Letters Page in the next issue. Have you got any issues, comments, ideas, 
concerns? If so, why not send a letter to The Leys News Editorial Committee, The Farmhouse, Nightingale 
Avenue, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 5BU. 

We may edit letters, and we do not guarantee to publish all letters sent. 

We are very happy to help you - or just write something yourself - or come and join the Editorial Committee. 
Why not come along to our next meeting which will be held on the 11 November 1996, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
The meeting will be held at the Farmstead (Ealing Family Housing Association building). 


h n 
Contact Wendy on tel.: 712244 or Joanne on tel.: 712299 


Newsletter produced by: 
Carol Baxter (Dovecote Centre Based Worker), 
Antony Bourgois (Local Resident), 
Norma Farr (Housing Officer) 
Abena Simba-Tola (Local Resident). 
Joanne Smith (Under Fives and Families Outreach Worker), 
Wendy Spray (Tenant Participation Worker) 


